
 

          How The Hottest Dirt Track In The  

                      Carolinas Came To Be 



Written By: Robin Green  

Having fell in love with this sport and the track, I thought it was high 

time to find out how TR Speedway came to be the hottest dirt track 

in the Upstate. With the age being that of only 9 years old, how many 

stories and trips down memory lane could there possibly be? A       

hundred maybe was my thoughts but in all actuality there are                  

thousands. 

Since 1948, there have been 5 owners of the property that the actual 

race track sits on. Cynthia G. Funk owned the property from 1948 till 

1962. In 62, Sr. Giles L. Toole gained the property until 1974 when it 

was sold to Author W. Davis. Davis owned it until 1977 when it was 

purchased by the Hawkins family. The property was purchased by the 

Hawkins family for a truck salvage yard as well as mechanical shop    

under the name òQuality Truck Salvage, Inc.ó, which operated until 

the land owner began to clean it up around 1998 or 99 in order to 

make way for what has become the hottest spot for dirt track racing 

in Upstate South Carolina. In 2002 Mr. Cody signed the contract to 

purchase the property and still has it to this day.  

The parking area along the front entrance and main gate of the   

grandstand is actually a separate deeded piece of land. Both the  

parking area, track, pits, grand stands, etc. sit on over 33 acres.  

 



  Photos provided by Debbie Williams of the track being built  



Mike, Billy Hawkins and David Debusk started out racing Go -Carts and 

Dwarfs on the property of Southern Sales in Marietta until the mid to 

late 90õs which brought about a new plan after repeatedly having to 

deal with the local officers over noise complaints. ôWindy Hillõ was 

then brought into play. Hawkins had the property, so off they went to 

bring the plans to life.  

As practice began for the first time at the 3/8th mile clay track 

known as Windy Hill Motorsports Park in early 2000, fans and drivers 

alike began to understand where the name came from. òThe wind was 

blowing so hard, it just about blew the cars off the trackó said David 

Presnell. During that first year of opening, they ran Limited Stock, 

Stock A, Modified Four, Stock B, Rookie, Stock 8 and Dwarfs on a 

regular basis according to the ôWindy Hill Official Souvenir Programõ 

put out by Safe Family Videos.  

The first race was ran with Hawkins being the promoter at the time in 

April of 2000. They started out running Go -Carts, Dwarfs and grew 

from there. òThey did run Dwarf cars then too, Charles Southerlin 

was hard to beat. Jamie Silvers and David Debusk were also good.ó 

said RAT Motorsports. Sam Brown said,ó I donõt remember what year 

it opened, but I won on opening night in Stock 4 (it was the first main 

ever at the track). I donõt remember all the classes that they had as 

well but I know they ran T&L and either Bill Morgan or Strawberry 

Davis won it.ó òAnd Ricky Teems in the Dirt Dobber car won the Stock 

8 race that night after getting into it with another driver in the heat 

races at Riverside. He was barred and lefté went to Windy Hill fell in 

the rear and won the 1st Stock 8 race ran at Windy Hill.ó according to 

Dirt Chick.  

Wrecks have always been connected with racing in every division or      

series and Windy Hill has had its fair share. òIt was the 2nd or 3rd 

race when a huge crash took out the guard rail in turn 2 and it took an 

hour and half to resume racing.ó said David Debusk. I am told that 

Kenneth Bowers, Jeff Mason & Roger Teems were involved in that  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Crash. Though safety has always been top priority at the Hill, crashes 

will happen on a nightly basis no matter how hard drivers try to avoid 

them.  

You could also find protesting the top finishing cars and the           

suspension of drivers showing their frustration under caution has      

occurred on occasion from the start of racing at Windy Hill and still 

continuing to this day.  

When it comes to helping others these local drivers, fans, tracks,    

promoters, etc. have come forward to lend a hand. On September 2, 

2000 was the first annual Hejaz Shrine Race at Windy Hill             

Motorsports Park. Drivers like Tim Stroud, Benji Griffin, Johnny      

Duncan, Eddie McGrew, Mike Watson, and many others participated 

and showed their support for a great cause. Darren Hill claimed his 

first win in Modified 4 and so did Tim Yates in Stock A during the 

Shrine Race of 2000.  

The first years track Champions were as follows:  

Stock 8 ñKenneth Bowers          Limited ñMichael Barbare  

Rookie 4ñChris Lawson              Stock A ñStacy Brock  

Dwarf ñCharles Southerlin         Stock B ñShirley Pack  

Modified 4 ñShane Cody 

 

 

Drivers from  

Left to right  

Jamie Silvers  

David Debusk 

Chris Debusk  

Bryant Debusk  

Josh Haskins  

Travis Wood  
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Ray Newcomb 

#7 T&L  
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Ray Newcomb #7  

After crash in  

Turn 2  

4ñ2000  
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David Debusk 

#57 Dwarfs  
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